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Over the past decade, the pathology department at the University of Florida has seen many changes in both
administration and facilities. In July 1999, Dr. James Crawford was appointed as Chairman of the Department of Pathology, Immunology and Laboratory Medicine. He came to us from Yale University School of
Medicine, where he held the position of Associate Professor of Pathology and Director of Gastrointestinal
Pathology. The position had been open since the departure of Dr. Noel Maclaren in 1996 with Dr. Edward
Wilkinson serving admirably in the role of Interim Chairman until Dr. Crawford’s arrival. Additional
changes took place in July 2004, as Dr. John Reith became the Resident Training Program Director; Dr. Jacquelyn Knapik, the Director of the Autopsy Department; and Dr. William Winter, the Director of the Medical School Pathology Course. Most recently, in March 2006, Dr. Anthony Yachnis was appointed as the new
Director of Anatomic Pathology. We also have three pathology assistants that are on faculty for the department; Robin Foss, Trevor Jorgensen and Gerald Phipps.
In April 2002, with the need for additional space for future expansion of the Shands Hospital surgical suite,
the main clinical laboratory was moved to a new facility called Rocky Point. This new facility has 40,700 sq ft
and is set on over 3 acres, giving the lab the potential for future growth. A smaller core lab remains on site to
handle in-house patient testing. In conjunction with changes to the clinical lab, the main anatomic pathology
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Research Symposium’s Speaker

The Practice of Fine Needle Aspiration

By Diana Cardona, M.D.

By Rachel Redman, M.D.
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Fine needle aspiration biopsy (FNA) is

This year’s honored Resident

the method of choice for most clinicians
in the diagnosis of thyroid nodules.
With the incidence of thyroid nodules
approaching 7% in the US, thyroid
FNA has become an indispensable tool.
Most cytopathology fellowships offer
training in FNA, and UF is no exception. Under the direction of Dr. Nicole
Massoll, the FNA service has expanded
to cover most of the superficial nodule
FNAs, thyroid or otherwise, performed
at UF/Shands hospital. Currently, Dr.
Massoll and the cytopathology fellow
run a separate FNA clinic, performing
FNAs with and without ultrasound
guidance. They also provide technical
and adequacy support for the Endocrine
and ENT clinics. Over 300 FNAs have
been done this academic year.

and cytopathology fellowship training
programs."
Performing FNAs has become a major
part of cytology fellowship training at
UF. Dr. Brian Yoder, the current
fellow comments, “Doing FNAs provides patient contact and allows for
training for on-site adequacy in a real
time setting. This was something I
was definitely looking for in a fellowship program.”

Dr. Edward Wilkinson, Director of
the Cytopathology Fellowship, says of
the experience, “Dr. Massoll, as the
founder and director of the department of pathology's FNA clinic, has
contributed to the education of the
fellows and residents in the performance and interpretation of diagnostic
fine needle aspiration cytology. It is
now possible for the fellow in training
"Dr. Massoll is ably demonstrating the
to perform, with direct supervision,
critical role that pathologists play in
providing first rate patient care, through over 300 FNA procedures in their
year of training. This experience
her fine needle aspiration clinic,” comments Dr. James Crawford, department places our program among the leading
chairman. “The 'Thyroid FNA Clinic' at programs providing FNA training and
experience.”
the University of Florida is rapidly becoming recognized internationally as an
Both cytopathology fellowship trainoutstanding diagnostic clinic, with a
ing and patient service are becoming a
strong academic bent. Dr. Massoll perstrong point here at UF. “I am just
forms both the FNA procedure, and the
happy to be here doing what I love to
diagnostic interpretation thereof. Overdo,” says Dr. Massoll. “If I can inand-above the outstanding patient care
spire residents and fellows to love it,
she provides, her clinic is a major educathat’s great too.”
tional asset to the pathology residency

A Day of Recognition
By Diana Cardona, M.D.
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Schaffer from Massachusetts GenIdentification of Hepatocyte Paraffin 1 eral Hospital. In keeping with tradiFlow Cytometric Monitoring of Nor(Hep par 1) Antigen- S. Butler, MD. tion, the end of the year banquet
mal Plasma Cells After Autologous

It is nearing the time of year

will be held that evening at the
beautiful Savannah Grande.
There, the theme of recognition
will continue with the acknowledgement of the accomplishments
of our graduating residents and
fellows. In addition, several
awards will be presented in appreciation of another successful academic year. Alumni and area
pathologists are invited to attend
the day’s events. For more information regarding the Resident
Research Day Symposium to be
held on June 10th, please contact
Roseann Jesse at 352-265-0238,
ext. 45215.
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Decade of Change
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ber of residents in the program,
the wall bookcase in the library
department was renovated.
was removed to allow for addiChanges included a department
tional desks and the library/signconference room, new sign-out
areas, and fully renovated faculty, out area was moved to Dr. Baer’s
old office. A new phone system
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fices. In addition,
order to match
a dedicated media
the current techroom was created
nology used in the
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Health Science
faculty and resiCenter. The comdents to prepare
puters were upfor presentations
graded and an
and publications.
additional comThe overall cost of
Dr.
Reith
is
busy
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puter was put into
the move to Rocky
microscopes to our new modern
service, giving a
Point and renovadesks.
total of 5 resident
tion of the patholcomputers
in
the
autopsy area.
ogy department was approximately
Finally, seventeen new micro$10 million.
scopes were purchased for each
In July 2005, Dr. Martha Burt
resident’s personal use. With
joined our department from Mithese renovations, we now have
ami, bringing considerable exper- the capacity to increase our protise in Forensic Pathology. She
gram to 18 residents. The overall
predominately covers medical
cost of the renovations in the
examiner cases, but also has sched- autopsy area was approximately
uled time on the autopsy service at $60,000.
UF. In addition, she is in the
In the near future, Shands will
process of establishing a forensic
begin construction of a new cancer
medicine rotation in Gainesville
hospital. This will be located
(District 8). This will eventually
eliminate the need for residents to across the street from the main
hospital where the
travel to JacksonUniversity Center
ville in order to
Hotel is currently
fulfill their rotalocated. The 200
tion requirement.
bed facility will
Over the past
have 12 operating
year, the autopsy
rooms to support
department, ina range of surgical
cluding the resi- New paint and floor tiles give the autopsy oncology subspedent office area,
cialties, including
suite a fresh new look.
received a major
ENT and orthofacelift. The resident cubicles,
pedic surgery. The hospital will
first installed in the 1980’s, were
also house a new bone marrow
replaced with more modern furni- transplant unit. Pathology will
ture of better quality. The desks
staff a frozen section suite and new
are larger, with a wood grain finblood bank, as well as provide fine
ish, and each has a hutch for
needle aspiration cytology. The
books and other items. New cardynamic state of the hospital,
pet was installed and the hallway
College of Medicine and the Detile was replaced. Most of the area partment of Pathology creates a
was repainted in two complemen- stimulating environment, one full
tary shades of blue giving the deof continual growth and improvepartment a whole new look. With ments.
future plans to increase the num-

International Liver Experts Convene in
Gainesville For Annual Meeting
By Chris Price, M.D.

The International Liver Pathology
Study Group, also known as the
‘Elves’ converged upon Gainesville
this year for their annual meeting.
To understand the significance of
the group, one must look at its
history, and the origin of the Elves.
Throughout the 1960’s, a group of
liver pathologists and hepatologists
met to refine the definition of
chronic hepatitis. One of the
members of this original group,
Sheila Sherlock, likened themselves to the fabled ‘Gnomes of
Zurich,’ a tongue-in-cheek reference to a small, influential group
of people who allegedly are responsible for worldly affairs and events
including the value of the British
pound, the Kennedy assassination,
and the International Monetary
Fund/World Bank. Pathologic
features of chronic hepatitis can
now be added to that list.
As a new generation of pathologists and hepatologist grew, they
felt the need to form their own
closed membership group to discuss current topics in liver pathology. In the eighties, this new
group formed to discuss interesting
cases and challenge each other to
define and classify other diseases of
the liver. That group, naturally,
named themselves the Elves.
Today, these 17 pathologists keep

each other abreast of current issues
that face hepatopathologists and
how they can better serve their
clinical counterparts, chiefly hepatologists and surgeons. University
of Florida’s own Dr. James Crawford, a founding member, was host
of this year’s event. The guest list
included individuals from places
such as San Francisco, New York,
England, France, Greece, China,
Italy, and Japan. This was truly an
international affair. Various UF
clinicians attended the sessions,
including Drs. Fujita, SoldevilaPico, Nelson and Gonzalez-Peralta.
Their insight and contributions to
the discussions were especially valuable.
Pathology residents also had the
opportunity to sit-in on the sessions. Additionally, the study set of
cases was made available to them in
advance as “unknowns.” While
they may not have solved any burning mysteries in liver pathology, the
educational opportunity of participating was much appreciated.
By the time the Elves had left, they
were all impressed with our quaint
town, and especially our academic
facilities. For all those who participated, it was time well spent. For
non-Elves, it was a unique insight
into the work of a group that is
defining hepatopathology for the
world. It would seem that the Elves
have come of age.

Bottom Row: Drs. L. Ferrel, P. Bioulac-Sage, S. Thung and V. Paradis
2nd Row: Drs. P. Hytiroglou, J. Crawford, C. Balabaud and P. Batthal
3rd Row: Drs. W. Tsui, A. Dhillon, D. van Leeuwen and Y. Nakanuma
Top Row: Drs. D. Snover, R. Colombari and A. Qualglia
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Assets in the Gross Room
By Samantha Butler, M.D.

The University of Florida Department of Pathology is in a continual flux of change; however, several faculty members have formed
firm anchors in our academic
institution. Among those faculty
are our three hard-working Pathology Assistants, Robin Foss,
Gerald Phipps and Trevor Jorgensen. Their presence in the department is felt on a continual
basis. They are the gatekeepers
for specimen processing, authorities for proper grossing techniques and key participants in
resident education. Most importantly, they are colleagues and
close friends. This article is a
tribute from the residents and
faculty for the hard work and
dedication these gentlemen give to
our department.
Robin Foss, PA is the Associate
Director of Surgical Pathology
Services and oversees the grossing
room and frozen section operations. He graduated in 1979 from
the PA program at Duke University. Pathology interested him
from a young age, though he
might not have realized the significance at the time. He reminisces,
"As a kid, my dad bought me a
microscope, so I looked at all sorts
of things, no clue what they were,
but I used to keep a notebook
with drawings of what I had seen."

After graduating from Duke, he
worked in a private pathology group
for eight years in Utica, New York.
While living in Utica, Robin met
and married his wife, Joanne. In
September 1987, Robin accepted a
PA position at the University of

Examiner's office in Dayton, OH.
In 1985, Dr. Ken Pierson recruited him to the University of
Florida. The academic environment is exciting to him because it
allows exposure to a wide variety
of complex specimens. He also
enjoys being able to
teach residents and
medical students.
Since his training
experience was restricted to the VA
hospital in Durham,
his greatest challenge
at the University of
Florida was learning
gynecologic and breast
Trevor Jorgensen, Gerald Phipps and Robin Foss.
pathology. Jerry’s
Florida and has been supervising the patience and clarity in explaining
gross room ever since. Robin enjoys concepts makes him an excepthe active pace and the breadth of
tional resident teacher.
specimens seen within the academic
Trevor Jorgensen, PA began his
environment. He says the most
career as a Medical Technologist
challenging aspect of his job is balin 1990 after obtaining a Bacheancing instruction for the residents
lor's Degree in Medical Laborawith the overall service requiretory Sciences from the University
ments. From a resident's perspecof Alberta in Canada. In Septemtive, Robin is a key source of inforber 1992, he came to the Univermation about any specimen and he
helps create an exceptional learning sity of Florida and worked in a
research lab investigating V and J
environment.
chain patterns in lymphoprolifGerald Phipps, PA is a fellow gradu- erative disorders. In 1994, he
ate of the PA program at Duke Uni- became a certified Histotechnoloversity. Following graduation, he
gist (HTL) with the ASCP. He
stayed and taught the PA students at worked as a histotech in both
Duke for three years. He then
New Hampshire and Virginia
worked for five years at the Medical before returning to work in the

histology lab at Shands in 1999.
In July 2000, he was given the
opportunity to undergo "on the
job" training as a Pathologists'
Assistant under Robin Foss. He
became a licensed PA by the
AAPA in September 2003. His
greatest challenge in becoming a
PA was learning the "language of
pathology." According to Trevor,
"Each specimen has its own particular template or combination
of words that are best used to
describe a particular disease entity. Once you become familiar
with the required jargon grossing
is like following a recipe. I believe my first Whipple took an
hour and a half. Dr. Ron Lee, an
alumnus, gave me the best advice
when I was struggling early on.
He said ‘Don't worry, one day it
will just click and everything will
be easy.’ He was right. It took
about 2 years but one day it just
‘clicked.’ It is advice I pass on to
any new struggling resident." As
his career advances, he hopes to
eventually hold a lab manager
position.
The PA's at the University of
Florida are second to none and
are invaluable to the practice of
pathology in our department.
We appreciate their hard work
and value their friendship.

A Year of Many Honored Guests
By Manette Monroe, M.D.

What a year for guest lecturers!
The department has already had
the honor of hosting two speakers,
with two more scheduled before
the academic year ends. Drs. Gerald Turner and Steven Karch
visited in November and January,
respectively. Dr. Alan Schiller will
speak to us in May and Dr. William S. Black-Schaffer is our Keynote speaker for Resident Research Day.

Dr. Turner is currently an Associate Professor of Pathology at the
University of Chicago in Chicago,
IL. He completed his undergraduate studies at Washington University, St. Louis, MO in 1984 and
earned an M.D./Ph.D. from Case
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH in 1990/1991. Dr.
Turner then went to Brigham and
Women's Hospital in Boston, MA,
where he completed an internship
and pathology residency in 1993.
This was followed by fellowships in

surgical pathology and gastrointestinal and hepatobiliary pathology.

duction pathways that control
coordinated activation of intestinal nutrient transporters.

His research focuses on three
main topics: first, tight junction
regulation secondary to physiological, pharmacological, and
pathophysiological stimuli; second, cytoskeletal regulation of
cellular function, with particular
emphasis on actomyosin and
myosin light chain kinase; and
third, intracellular signal trans-

The day of lectures with Dr.
Turner began with a challenging
GI unknown conference for the
residents, entitled "Diagnostic
Dilemmas in GI Pathology." The
diagnoses were indeed difficult,
ranging from signet ring carcinoma to melanoma in the rectum. The residents enjoyed an
opportunity to talk informally at
(Continued on page 6)
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Keynote Speaker
(Continued from page 2)

Advisory Committee, Practice
Expense Work Group, the ViceChair of the Economic Affairs
Committee, and the Regulatory
Affairs and Payment Policy Workgroup Chair. Through these activities and other leadership roles, Dr.
Black-Schaffer has been acknowledged as an expert in the areas of
Medical Practice Management,
Medicare Contractor Relations,
Medical Professional and Economic Affairs and Graduate Medical Education. Throughout the
years, he has been asked to share
this knowledge at various venues
including a short course entitled
“Faculty, Management and Compliance Issues in Large and Academic Pathology Practices” at the
United States and Canadian Society of Pathologists meeting. Most
recently he presented "The Pathologist's Toolkit," an educational
session on regulatory affairs and
payment policy, at the American

Pathology Foundation.
Besides his many career accomplishments, Dr. Black-Schaffer is
the proud husband of Dr. Randie
M. Black-Schaffer, the current
Medical Director of Young Stroke
Services at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital and Assistant Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Harvard Medical
School. Together, they have
reared 4 wonderful children, 2
boys and 2 girls between the ages
of 16 and 28, whose interests
range from electrical engineering
to music.
It is with great enthusiasm that the
Department of Pathology at the
University of Florida welcomes Dr.
Black-Schaffer as this year’s Resident Research Day Keynote
speaker. His knowledge and experience in practice management,
clinical application and education
is sure to stimulate a presentation
that will appeal to all audiences.

USCAP 2006
(Continued from page 1)

dining and lively conversation at
the Azio restaurant in downtown
Atlanta. We were graced with
the presence of many previous
residents, fellows and former
faculty members, including Drs.
Bizhan Bandarchi, Vonda Douglas-Nikitin, Eoin Gaffney, Larry
Grant, Hal K. Hawkins, Suzanne
Z. Powell, Dietrich Werner and
Michelle Williams.

Drs. Cardona, Crawford, Yoder and
Redman enjoy a few laughs at the alumni
dinner.

Drs. Braylan, Yuan, Douglas and Li reminisce
about old times.

The evening was a time of reconnecting with colleagues and rekindling old friendships. We offer our
most sincere thanks to Dr. James
Crawford, who graciously hosted
this event to celebrate another successful year in pathology. The department is proud of all who participated in this year’s events, and
would like to thank those alumni
who attended the dinner. We hope
to see you at next year’s USCAP
meeting in San Diego!

By Dominique Coco, M.D.

As the academic year winds
down, some of us will begin preparing for our matriculation.
This, of course, is a much anticipated but formidable task. Although it sometimes feels like
residency will never end, the expectations of our colleagues and
mentors grow with each year, as
do our responsibilities. As July
approaches, the reality of completing our training begins to circulate
within our heads. It is a sobering
moment for many. Boards, beginning a professional career, and
relocating can overwhelm the
strongest planner and put fear
into the defiant stoic.
This year, a significant number of
us will make this sobering thought
a reality. It is a rather unique year
in that it marks the first graduation to be affected by the recent
reduction in training length (five
to four years). Therefore, within
our program and throughout the
country, two classes of residents
will be graduating simultaneously.
This will yield a mass exodus of
residents into the fellowship and
job market. But there is good
news, according to information
reported at the Program Directors
meeting last year, there are
enough jobs and fellowship positions for all. Although we won’t
know the full effect of the dual
graduation until later into the
year, so far it looks good. All six
of our graduating seniors have
secured either a fellowship or job.
Fortunately for those of us remaining behind, many of the
graduating seniors have accepted
fellowship positions within our
department. We feel this is important for several reasons. First,
the role of fellows during this
transition year will be very important, as senior leadership and
guidance are needed. By decreasing the number of years of training, the total number of senior
residents will decline. In the new
paradigm, there will be a reduced

number of upper level residents
teaching the same number of first
and second years. Additionally,
the workload and call responsibilities have not changed. In fact, in
today’s expanding healthcare system, the workload will likely increase. Therefore, having fellows
who are familiar with our program
will help tremendously, and we
are grateful that they are staying.
They are highly qualified pathologists, most having already achieved
academic success in their respective field. Besides, we just like
having them around.
Four of the six graduating residents will fill fellowship spots
within our department: David
Grier in hematopathology, Rachel
Redman in cytopathology, Chris
Price in gastrointestinal and hepatic pathology, and Mike Magill
in dermatopathology. We are also
very proud of the two residents
who will be leaving us: Bo Hong
and Constance Yuan. Bo has
accepted a position at the Doctors
Laboratory in Valdosta, Georgia
as a staff pathologist and Constance will be joining the faculty at
the National Institute of Health in
her subspecialty of hematopathology. Please review their profiles
on our website
(www.pathology.ufl.edu) under
the “Meet the Residents” link for
more information about them.
This year marks another successful
year in our expanding pathology
residency program. The diversity
and quality of our residents continues to grow, and our residents
are proving to be some of the best
in the country, through their academic production and involvement in leadership on a national
level. If you are interested in
finding out more about our graduating residents, please contact our
program director, John Reith,
M.D. at Reith@pathology.ufl.edu.
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lunch with Dr. Turner about GI
pathology and general residency
training issues. The day concluded with a lecture on
"Pathophysiology of Mucosal
Barrier Function" that focused
strongly on the findings of Dr.
Turner’s current research.
Our guest speaker in January, Dr.
Steven B Karch is a forensic pathologist and toxicologist, as well
as the former assistant Medical
Examiner for the City and
County of San Francisco.

His undergraduate training took
place at Brown University in Providence, R.I., where in 1964 he
earned an A.B. in Philosophy. In
1965, he matriculated from Stanford University with a degree in
Cell Biology. It was on to Tulane
University in New Orleans, where
he earned an M.D. in 1969. His
internship in 1970 at the Kaiser
Foundation in Oakland, CA was
followed by a research fellowship
in Neuropathology at the Barnard
Baron Institute, London in 1971.
He returned to Stanford in 1972
to complete a residency in Neurology. From 1983 to1989, Dr.

Karch was a Visiting Scholar in
Cardiac Pathology, also at Stanford
University Medical School.
Dr. Karch began his visit with a
morning conference addressing
“The Pathology of Drug Abuse." At
midday, the residents shared an
informal luncheon with our guest
speaker. A diverse group of topics
were discussed with Dr. Karch, such
as medical-legal matters, his upcoming appearance on 20/20 and
general thoughts on the state of
modern pathology. The day concluded with a presentation discussing "Advances in the Molecular
Biology of Sudden Cardiac Death."

Our speaker scheduled for May,
Dr. Alan Schiller, is the Chairman of Pathology at Mount Sinai
Hospital in New York City. He
earned a B.A. from Bowdoin
College, Brunswick, Maine in
1963 followed by his M.D. from
Chicago Medical School in 1967.
From 1967 to 1971, Dr. Schiller
was a Clinical and Research Fellow/Acting Intern in Pathology/
Teaching Fellow at Massachusetts
General Hospital and Harvard.
His area of expertise is Orthopedic pathology. We are looking
forward to another day of enlightening lectures.

